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For Carrie Dobson, simply climb-
ing out of bed was a struggle—
much less getting dressed or 

making it through the day. Half her 
body had lost sensation.

The Pennsylvania woman’s life 
was being defined by a condition 
she had never even heard of: Lyme 
disease. For 10 years the rare, fibro-
myalgia-like disease had grown 
progressively worse, to the point of 
being crippling.

“I would have paid anything, or 
traveled anywhere, to get well. I was 
desperate,” she recalls.

But as fate would have it, Dobson’s 
solution was waiting for her in a 
local park, and it didn’t cost a cent.

At the recommendation of a Chi-
nese friend, Dobson began prac-
ticing Falun Gong. In a matter of 
weeks, she had her life back.

“Falun Gong was what did it,” 
says the 56-year old flight instructor, 
looking a decade younger than her 
years. “It’s all about improving one’s 
mind and body,” she says.

“The teachings guide you in truth-
fulness, compassion, and tolerance. 
The exercises bring in the health 
benefits.”

Today, some twelve years later, 
Dobson remains cured of Lyme dis-
ease, healthier—and happier—than 
ever.

Dramatic health 
improvements are 

anything but isolated 
What’s perhaps most remarkable 
about Dobson’s story isn’t simply 
it’s unlikelihood (Lyme disease is 
widely considered incurable), it’s 
that her story parallels that of mil-
lions of other Falun Gong adherents 
around the world.

Dobson’s recovery provides a fas-
cinating window into the health 
benefits of Falun Gong, which in 
turn helps us understand the mas-
sive popularity and growth that 
the practice saw in the 1990s as 
stories like this spread across China, 

validated by each new practitioner. 
By the mid 90s millions of Chinese 
were making Falun Gong a part of 
their daily routine.

Falun Gong became 
popular because of its 

effectiveness
“Chinese people are by nature prac-
tical,” says Zhao Ming, a native of 
Beijing, who now lives in New York.

“If something works, they’ll hear 
about it and give it a try. If it doesn’t 
work, they’ll drop it,” says Zhao, who 
witnessed Falun Gong’s growth 
in China up close, practicing it in 
the park at his university. “They’ve 
learned a lot of harsh lessons under 
communism, about blind faith in 
leaders, or ideologies. It’s made them 
more practical, more discerning.”

By the mid-90s, in most every 
park across China, Falun Gong prac-
titioners could be found perform-
ing their trademark blend of gentle, 
rhythmic qigong exercises and 
meditation.

“People found that Falun Gong 
worked, and worked well,” Zhao 
explains. 

People reported everything 
from better sleep and less stress to 
increased energy, better moods, 
better digestion, and even recovery 
from chronic diseases (like Ms. Dob-
son and her Lyme disease). 

Word of Falun Gong’s benefits 
traveled fast in China, and by 1999, 
as many as 100 million people were 
practicing. In a survey of over 12,000 
Falun Gong practitioners in Beijing, 
83.4% of respondents said they had 
recovered significantly from their 
health problems after taking up the 
practice. 

Chinese government officials 
even recognized these benefits. One 
official from the State Sports Com-
mission declared that Falun Dafa 
“can save each person 1,000 yuan in 
annual medical fees. If 100 million 
people are practicing, that’s 100 bil-
lion yuan saved per year.”

Falun Gong: A Path to Exceptional Health
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How can a simple program 
of exercise, meditation, 
and principled living 

make such a dramatic impact on 
the health of practitioners? What 
makes Falun Gong special? How 
does it work?

In the words of practitioners, 
Falun Gong works on multiple 
levels, going deeper than typical 
exercise programs or health pro-
tocols.

“It works on an energetic level,” 
says Dr. John Yang M.D., a clini-
cal psychiatrist with expertise in 
Chinese and Western medicine 
who has also studied Falun Gong. 
(See sidebar, “Kicking the Habit”)

“It’s not just about your flesh 
and blood. Falun Gong gets at the 
deeper roots of illness by having 
you improve your character and 
perspective on life. By improving 
your mental state (or upgrading 
your xinxing, as we say in Chi-
nese) your body naturally moves 
toward a healthier state of being.”

A central component of Falun 
Gong is its moral teachings, 
which complement the medita-
tive exercises. Many practitioners 
say that it is the teachings that 
make Falun Gong so impactful, 
more so even than the exercises.

The energy cultivated in Falun 
Gong has incredible healing prop-
erties, but it is entirely connected 
to one’s moral improvement. It’s 
the blend of virtuous living, of 
aligning one’s life with higher 
principles, combined with pow-
erful exercises that prove such a 
winning combination.

“It’s about more than being 
free of illness. It’s about living a 
healthy life in every way—men-
tally, physically, and spiritually,” 
says Ryan Smith, an educator 
from New Jersey.  

Truthfulness, Compassion, and 
Forbearance are more than just 
guiding principles in Falun Dafa. 
They are the nature of the uni-
verse and life. Being in harmony 
with those principles brings 
every aspect of the practitioner’s 
life into harmony with the uni-
verse.

“Nothing compares to the feel-
ing of being free of worry and 
illness,” says Robert, a graphic 
designer in Virginia. “My body 
just feels so light, and even though 
I still get stressed out sometimes, 
one session of the exercise and all 
the anxiety is gone. I’m clear, I’m 
focused, and I’m full of energy.”

Though his job as a medical doctor 
was to tell people how to live healthy 
and make good health decisions, John 
Yang just couldn’t quite practice what 
he preached.

“I was a chain smoker,” Yang recalls. 
“I smoked a pack or two of cigarettes a 
day—Chinese cigarettes. No matter how 
hard I tried, I just couldn’t quit.

”All that changed overnight, however, 
after taking up Falun Gong. “Suddenly 

cigarettes just tasted awful,” Yang says. 
“A few days after learning Falun Gong, 

out of habit I tried to smoke, and imme-
diately I felt like throwing up.” That was 
fifteen years ago, and Yang hasn’t picked 
up a cigarette since. 

“Something changed when I learned 
Falun Gong. My body didn’t want to 
smoke anymore, and I managed to quit 
just like that—without even trying, you 
could say.”

Kicking the Habit
How Falun Gong 
helped me quit 
smoking 

True Health 
Comes From 
Cultivating 
Both Mind 
and Body
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“Pretty much 
everyone in Beijing 
knew somebody 
who had tried it and 
benefitted, physically 
or psychologically.”
Zhao Ming, 
former Beijing resident

“I used to suffer from 
chronic angina and 
gastroenteritis, but 
they completely 
disappeared once I 
started practicing 
Falun Gong.”
Connie, London

“In less than six 
months, I went from 
being terminally ill 
and disabled to looking 
like a young man.” 
Practitioner from China

“Falun Dafa lifted 
my depression 
dramatically.” 
Tysan, New York

GENTLE 
MOVEMENTS: A 
group practices the 
exercises of Falun 
Gong in Taiwan, 
where tens of 
thousands of people 
practice freely 
unlike those living in 
mainland China.
















